60                    ABSTRACT OR ANALYTIC
Power at work. Tims, when the string decays instea< of being cut, it might seem at first sight that the cc hesion melted away imperceptibly; but a closer con sideration will show us that the dropping of watei the action of heat and light, the approach of chemica solvents in minute quantities, and the incidence c other unobserved Energies is really the cause of th decay. So, too, if the water makes a way throng' the sluice, or cuts a path for itself through the bani it can only do so by the slow action of inciden Energies, which wear away the cohering substanc that retains it. And the stone can never topple ove from its ledge unless some animal pushes it, or soni slow water action wears away its supporting mass Molar Liberating Energies may also be seen in a fe^ cases where a chemical body undergoes a separatio: which precipitates the heavier among its constituents Molecular Liberating Energies are those whic release molecules from the interference of a Force ar tagonistic to cohesion. Two planed pieces of iro:
cannot cohere if laid side by side on a table : they ar i ,11 11                         restrained in their places by gravitation.    But th
energy which apposes them to one another acts i: this case as a liberator. In other instances, lien performs the same function, by loosening coheriii molecules from their existing arrangement, and bring ing them within the sphere of their mutual attractions